THE VERGE

DEEP DIVE: INSTAGRAM

DCN Member Day



WHAT IS THE VERGE?

The Verge covers the intersection of technology, science, art, and culture.
Our mission is to offer in-depth reporting and long-form feature stories,
breaking news coverage, product information, and community content in a
unified and cohesive manner.



WHY INSTAGRAM?

1,650,000,000 400,000,000+ 310,000,000 ~200,000,000

Monthly Active Users Monthly Active Users Monthly Active Users Monthly Active Users




WHERE PEOPLE ARE ENGAGING
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BE BEAUTIFUL, BUT NOT A STOCK PHOTO




CROP SQUARE OR VERTICAL

@ verge

el

VS.

CaQar

@ 5648 likes
verge The modular LG G5 smartphone, shown in profile with
the Cam Plus camera grip attached. It bumps the phone's

battery from 2,800mAh to 4,000mAh and adds a two

stage
shutter key, a video recording button, and a zooming jog dial
for an extra $69. #tech

L4

Photo by @holowatyrose

neostarneko Looks a bit fragile but | like the idea of extra
interchang

® 7,945 likes

eable modules

#



GO FOR ENGAGEMENT, NOT TRAFFIC
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Instagram does not
support hyperlinks, so
when you promote
something out of the
app it has to tell the full
story. Conversion rates

Your post has to feel
Instagram native and
deliver enough news &
information in the
caption that you don't
annoy users by bullying

them onto another
platform.

for the “link in bio”
strategy are very low.

@ 7,566 Wes » 8554 Wes
verge Dur #IPhoneSE review is here! Pros: it's really fast with verge Big news: The Verge just launched a new gadget biog
ong battery life, & grest rear camers and o relstive

called #CrruitBreaker! Chack it out Theverge.com
{$399). Conz 1 starts at ordy Y6GE storage, lacks some 65 cecuthreaker




USE HASHTAGS FOR DISCOVERY

Instagram is very
transparent with
popular hashtags.
Include in your post
copy to get discovered
by specific audiences.

CELRoR '8 BRERT Lol Pl BERT

tech &  NGADGET ad

~ But choose hashtags

PEOPLE TAGS PLACES

Agadgets #androdd  dlagtop  #infogadget £t

you can win. If youre a

#tech

small page that cant
win #tech, try smaller

Mechnalogy

tags like #gadgetinfo or

#techno

#android to get into the
#tochnSne

featured Top Posts
section.

#tochy

#echie

#techo

Ftechhouse




INVEST IN VIDEO

00 W4 m 254

= In mid-April, Instagram added videos to its Explore tab,
meaning more prominent placement and more organic
- discovery for video content. And with the introduction of
fy 0 an algorithmic timeline, expect video to play a bigger and

Videos Yot Might Like blgger role




MAKE INSTAGRAM-NATIVE CUTS

@ - @ -

Instagram video should As of March, Instagram

now supports up to 60
seconds of video,

be short, visually
stunning, and easy to
understand on silent
scroll-by on mobile.
Square or vertical uses

meaning you have more

time tell stories or show

products.

the most screen real
estate.

» 35839 views

» 67,557 views
verge This Akeyboard 13 you "bend” notes like a guitar. The
Yerge Havng scone fun with the waterpeoofing on the nes .
i Al ot Gaalciaiih ) + Secaboaed Rise by Roll ks S800 for the 25 version or 51,200

#Samsung #GalaxyS7




CHOOSE A GOOD THUMB
p—

If your video starts on a
black screen and you
aren't careful, it will be a
black box for users and
no one will engagement
with it.

Take advantage of the
ability to choose a cover
frame and pick
something that teases
your video and works as
a still image as well.



CONSIDER WHEN YOU POST

Avg. likes per post
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Mornings before 11 and early evenings
around 5-6PM are our two best-
performing time windows to post. People
are checking Instagram on their phones,
and theyre doing it around commuting
times.

Note, speed to breaking news should
always trump optimal time window.



TRY LAYOUT & BOOMERANG

@ - 9 -

Boomerang creates a
looping Instagram
version of GIFs (which
are not currently
supported on the
platform).

Layout lets you easily
create photo collages,
selecting different
formats and photos
sizes.

FCOMERAND
® 3983 ikes ® 4093 kes
verge A closes look at the HTC Vive VR headset snd motion verge Playing with Microsoft's Surface Book laptop in
controllers. svintualreality ftechnology nstagram’s shiny new 2Baomarang app, which records 1

1deo loopa




CONSIDER USER-GENERATED CONTENT




THE GROWTH OPPORTUNITY IS HUGE
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

Be where your audience is

Instagram won'’t be right for everyone. Think about
your marketing goals and whether you can commit
to 3-4 pieces of creative / week.

@ Always format for mobile

o

Vertical photos and square video will occupy
more of the smartphone screen as a user scrolls
and get higher engagement.

Be beautiful but not stock

Your photos should be consistent and visually
captivating, but not feel like Getty. Some brands
source user-generated content via hashtags.

il

/.

Be careful when you post

Mobile usage tends to peak in the mornings and
evenings. Avoid early afternoons, and make a plan
for weekend posting.

Analyze what's working

Don’t be afraid to take risks and then abandon
unsuccessful strategies. At the same time, listen
to your community for feedback.

Watch out for video

With the new :60 formats, changes to Explore,
and move towards algorithmic feeds, prepare for
a major platform shift towards video.






